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cultivation, are generally primitive in the extreme, and the pro-
duct is of somewhat inferior quality. Brazil produces altogether
about one-sixth of the world's supply of cocoa, over one-half of
which is shipped from the port of Ilheos. Coffee is grown throughout
the greater part of this area, but not extensively, except in the south,
where the country north and west of Rio cle Janeiro produces a
considerable amount. Among other plants cultivated are sugar-
cane, which flourishes on the moist and warm plains of Pernambuco,
tobacco, and oranges. Rubber obtained from manicoba (Manihot
glaziovii) and mangabeira (Hancornia spcciosa) is also collected.
The most important mineral deposits of this region are mouazite
sands, from which thorium, used in the manufacture of gas mantles,
is obtained. These sands occur along the coast of Bahia and
Espiritu Santo, and, in the interior, on lands formerly occupied by
the sea, or even upon the banks of rivers.
Manufactures are as yet of little importance in the region, except
in the extreme south, where the State, and more especially the
Federal District, of Rio de Janeiro, is the seat of considerable in-
dustrial activity. Encouraged by a high protective tariff, the cotton
industry has assumed considerable proportions in and around the
capital, where there are also numerous woollen, jute, and felt
factories, establishments for the preparation of food-stuffs, sugar
refineries, iron foundries, boot and shoe factories, etc. Cheap water-
power derived from the falls of the Parahyba is the chief geographical
advantage of the region round the capital. Elsewhere on the coastal
margins, the extraction of sugar at Bahia, and some spinning and
weaving at Recife and Bahia, are among the chief non-agricultural
pursuits of the people.
THE VOLCANIC SOILS OF SAO PAULO. From the state of Sio
Paulo southwards, the escarpment becomes much steeper, and
separates a narrow strip of coast from the plateau regions
behind. In the east the rocks are Archaean, while, farther west,
sandstones, associated in many places with eruptive rocks probably
of Tertiary age, prevail. These eruptive rocks are rich in potash
and iron, and weather down into a dark-red clay soil, which is
peculiarly adapted to the growth of the coffee plant when climatic
conditions are favourable, as is the case in the southern part of
Minas Geraes, and in at least the central part of Sao Paulo. Al-
though there are occasional frosts, winter mean temperatures are